
 

South Berwick 
Board of Assessors 

August 9, 2022 
 

Chair Mallory Cook called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.  Assessors present included John 

James, John C. Kareckas, Jessica Cyr, and Jeff Minihan.  Town Manager Tim Pellerin and 

Assistant Town Manager Jennifer Janelle were also in attendance.  Assessing Agent Verna 

Sharpe was also present. 

 

1. Ms. Sharpe gave the Council an overview of the various factors used to determine the tax 

rate; they include the Certified (Assessment) Ratio, growth, proportionality (fairly 

assessed), and market adjustments on property values.  The Certified Ratio is significant 

because it directly affects the amounts of exemptions we can give and the reimbursements 

we receive from the State.  Ms. Sharpe was clear to state that market adjustments to 

property values do not add revenue to the Town; they are necessary to maintain the 

required Certified Ratio as dictated by State law. 

 

Mr. Pellerin went on to explain that our tax rate is determined by not only the municipal 

budget (at 30.99%), but includes the county (at 2.9%) and the school (at 66.11%).  This 

year the school had initially presented the town with a 1.89% increase.  When they 

presented their final numbers, they had increased by 3.97% ($153,000 more than we were 

told). 

 

On a motion by Mr. Kareckas, seconded by Ms. Cyr, it was unanimously voted to set the tax 

rate for FY 2023 at $14.54/$1000 of valuation.  [The established tax rate sets the overlay at 

$230,245. 

 

On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mr. Kareckas, it was unanimously voted to sign the 

FY 2023 Tax Commitment. 

 

2. On a motion by Mr. James, seconded by Mr. Minihan, it was unanimously voted to sign 

the York County Assessor Return in the amount of $383,913.62. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Kareckas, seconded by Mr. Minihan, it was unanimously voted to 

adjourn the meeting at 6:48pm.   

 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 

Barbara Bennett, CCM 

Town Clerk 

 


